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CELEBRATE
102 YEARS OF AGE
Happy Birthday
Mrs. Luna Gordon
January 20, 2009

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
PROCLAMATION
From the Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz: “Whereas all of Brooklyn pays tribute to Luna Gordon on the auspicious occasion of her 102nd birthday, a truly remarkable
woman who is wise and caring, distinguished by her loving nature, kind heart, and keen intellect, having lived since 1955 in our great borough, and who shared her birthday – January 20th
– with the inauguration of Barack Obama whom she fondly refers to as OB.”
Family staff & residents gather together on January 20th to celebrate the 102nd birthday of Mrs. Luna Gordon in the unity of LOVE
making a joyful noise to the Lord.
BUMCH invited channel 12 news and together with her family &
friends our lovely lady made the news shine, well wishes from our
President Rev. John Cole and Mr. Victor Orriola Administrator and
residents. Mother Luna holding on to God's unchanging hand received songs from our senior choir Jesus Love Me This I Know and
she began to sing also, oh what a happy occasion. Staff could not
stop giving out the kisses. Mrs. Luna danced and enjoyed her day.

FAMILY

What’s new with United Methodist Men
REV. GUNSHIK SHIM DELIVERING THE MESSAGE,
“RACING FOR THE HEAVENLY CROWN”
United Methodist Men, Richmond Hill, Queens
Came as far away as Brooklyn. Blessed are those who come to listen and
sing in the House of the Lord. Rejoice and Alleluia!"

On Sunday afternoon, February
15th, the United Methodist Men of
Richmond Hill sponsored a Devotional
Service where the message, “Racing
For the Heavenly Crown” was delivered by our District Superintendent,
Rev. Gunshik Shim. This inspirational
message and the dynamic service caused
the congregation of about 50 to raise the
rafters. The offering raised $400.00 for
the Bishop's Partners in Missions. Afterwards all joined in with a Traditional Pot-Luck Testimonial Dinner where the
UMMORH presented Rev. Shim with a leather-covered 1599 Geneva Bible and a
plaque. God was, truly, with us!
LONG ISLAND WEST DISTRICT - UNITED
METHODIST MEN RAISING THE RAFTERS
REV. GUNSHIK SHIM BLESSING THE UNITED
METHODIST MEN FOLLOWING THE SERVICE
“Racing For the Heavenly Crown”
WALK-A-THON
SATURDAY
MAY 30, 2009
(RAIN DATE JUNE 6, 2009)
THOSE INTERESTED IN THE WALK-A -THON
PLEASE CONTACT: ERNIE
SIGN UP 347-512-9933
&
VENDORS
DONATION $25.00 PER TABLE
PLEASE CONTACT: REV. EUGENIA PEREZ
1-718-827-4500 EXT: 133

There Is Just One Family
Rabbi Michael Weisser
What a joy it is to live and work in Flushing, New York! I’m at a great old and historic Synagogue located in the
midst of one of the most ethnically and culturally diverse communities in the country. There are people from everywhere in the world here. A multitude of languages, religious traditions, cuisines are evident everywhere one
looks. It is truly an amazing place to anyone who takes the time to look.
It came to me shortly after I arrived in Flushing last September that I had landed in the middle of my wonderful,
diverse family. Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, Sikhs, and people of many more religious traditions
are here. There is an amazing variety of skin tones and facial features. The sounds of music from all around the
world can be heard coming from shops and cars as they pass by. The music of our many languages are also present.
I remembered a story about a great Jewish teacher in the 1800s who was asked by
one of his students: “Rabbi, I have friends who are Christians and sometimes I’m
invited to come to family events like Baptism or Confirmation that take place in the
church; is it all right for me to go?” And the Rabbi answered: “It’s all God, isn’t
it?”
That is a message we would all do well to take on board. There is beauty in each
of our traditions. The presence of God cannot be limited by a denominational label.
The God of my Christian sisters and brothers is also the God of my Muslim and
Hindu sisters and brothers, and also the God of my Jewish sisters and brothers. Certainly we all find our ways to
approach God in a fashion that is meaningful to us, but the approaches others make are no less beautiful, no less
important, no less profound.
The way I’ve come to look at the world around me is that it is filled with members of my family. And we all
have the same ultimate and universal parent. That parent is God who watches lovingly over us as we try to walk
the paths we see arrayed before us. It really doesn’t matter, in my view anyway, what name we have placed upon
the path we have chosen to follow. All that matters, really, is that we know that our path, and everyone’s path lead
directly to the Source of All—God. When we know that we will know and come to appreciate that we are indeed
one family. What a wonderful world it will be!

family

Twentieth Annual Rabbi Marshall T. Meyer Interfaith Retreat on Social Justice
Confronting Hate Crime
January 28-29, 2009
“Voice of Faith on Hate” by Rabbi Weisser.
His story on hate crime and healing moved the room and BUMCH was there.

SAVED FROM THE SYSTEM
Seminar Children’s Defense Fund
Cradle to Prison Pipeline Campaign held in Brooklyn New York
in February 2009
Recreation Aide: Shakeema N. Groce
One of the most important topics that were discussed at the seminar was the Children’s defense fund, America’s cradle to prison pipeline. Their MOTTO is Leave No Child Behind. Their
mission is to ensure every child have a healthy start, a head start, and a moral start in life with
the help of caring families and communities and keeping children safe and strong. They also pay
most of the attention to the needs of the poor and minority children and those with disabilities.
The Children’s Defense Fund began in 1973. The Children’s Defense Fund is a private nonprofit
organization supported by individual donations and corporate grants.
This program still exists today because each day in America children are killed by abuse or
neglect, children are arrested, some are high school drop outs etc. At the seminar they gave everybody folders that contained important information about the children’s fund. Two pieces of
the documents that stood out to me was a small book, a report of the children’s defense fund
America’s cradle to prison pipeline and a two page paper front and back explaining the cradle to
prison pipeline campaign children in New York’s Juvenile justice system. It amazed me when I
was reading this paper how a majority of the African American and Latino children are arrested,
detained and incarcerated. There are less than 20% of whites arrested, less than 10% in the Department Juvenile Justice detention Center, and less than 5% in the Office of Children and Family Services that are in placement centers. The percentage is very high among colors. There are
83% of colors arrested, 90% in Department Juvenile Justice detention Centers and 100% in Office of Children and Family Services that are in placement centers.
How I was saved from the system. My mother had enrolled me in the summer youth program. By being in the summer youth program I started to work at Brooklyn United Methodist
Church home for the summer. By working at Brooklyn United Methodist church home this gave
me the experience of how to work with the elderly , good organization skills, time management ,
and how to work well with others. By having a good reputation during the summers of working
here I was hired part time. With my studies in behavior and social sciences this gives me hands
on experience and knowledge and access with the seniors on one on one conversation with them
and they tell me their history and needs. Now I am able to go into the work force with experience, knowledge and understanding.
Thank you BUMCH,

Shakeema N.Groce
“The sea is so wide and my boat is so small”
Charting a course for the next generation
– Marian Wright Edelman

Recreational Supervisor:
Doris & Patricia Hester-Bey, Rec. Leader

SPECIES AWARENESS
We are one human family, individually unique to our essence,
historically establishing a presence. This importance is varied,
viewed through the eyes of man according to his knowledge.
We embrace God concepts, diverse as our own genetic
signatures: yet we all serve a purpose in a divine order,
to be an asset to humanity and to respect all of God’s creation,
on a planet called Earth.
After evolving and have advanced, we must now come to grip
with the reality that, it came at a price. So, now at this juncture
we must reassess how we go forward, in this new age, where
complexity defines us and simplicity will have to save us, and be
more conscious of one of our basic law of physics that is,
“To every action there is an equal and opposite reaction,”
because nature has now issue us a restraining order
Global Warming!
Final Warning

FROM THE POET’S
CORNER
MR. KURT NEDRICK

BUMCH Goes Global
Thank you, Eugenia, for having a great party for me today!! We had a gorgeous dinner tonight with your generous gift. Thank you!
Here is my thank you note to BUMCH people:

Dear everyone,
Thank you for having me for the past year at BUMCH. I have always been so happy to be there. I came to NY from
Japan last April for volunteering at BUMCH.. I had so many precious memories with all of you, listening to your
wonderful life stories, playing music for the chapel service on Thursdays and for the Bible Study at The Adult Day
Care Center on Tuesdays, attending the pain management meeting, having a joyful time in my music classes, making
hospital visits, attending funerals, just enjoying chatting with people at the Patio, in a hall way, in individual rooms,
at the lobby, anywhere! I enjoyed every single minute with you. Thank you for being nice to me all the time, encouraging me when I was down, talking to me when I felt lonely, smiling at me when I felt sad, listening to me when I needed
you, and helping me when I needed your help...... Thank you for everything you did for me. I want to say many, many
thank you’s to all of you!!! I'll never forget this precious opportunity in my life. I hope we can see each other again
some time in the future.
May God bless all of you and your family.
Naoko Masui
(Pastoral Care Volunteer from April in 2008 to January in 2009)

Administrator’s Report
It has been awhile since I last put together an Administrator’s message for the Healing Hands.
The reason for that was the retirement of Pastor Ieva Zadina who put together all our editions of
the Healing Hands, retired June of 2008. While we were saddened by her retirement, we welcomed a new pastor who was selected after a long and arduous search by the Board of Directors. Pastor Eugenia Perez commenced her appointment January 1, 2009, with BUMCH, and
I’m happy to say that she hit the ground running. Immediately she started working with many of
our residents and spreading our word out to the community.
This past year we also experienced the retirement of Mrs. Carolyn Roper-Smartt who, after 36
years of devoted service to BUMCH, decided to retire effective 12/31/08. While we will miss
both of them, the BUMCH family wishes them well.
Overall BUMCH has been very busy. In February of 2009 we underwent our annual New
York State Department of Health Article 28 survey. I’m pleased to state that the overall outcome was good, with a few areas needing a plan of correction. We are also turning our attention
to our 22nd Annual Dinner Dance, and we have re-kindled talks about some much needed renovations. All these endeavors will undoubtedly provide us with some challenges particularly in
light of our economic landscape, but I’m optimistic that with God’s help we will meet those
challenges. For now, let’s focus on the good stuff going on around us. Spring is here and baseball has started in earnest. Let us keep our spirits up, lets root for the home teams and continue
to watch out for the next edition of Healing Hands.

Victor Orriola

From the President:
As stated in the amended Constitution of the Home at that first Annual meeting in January 1884, “The object of the Society shall be to provide for aged and infirm men and
women, a comfortable residence, with board, clothing, religious privileges, medical and
other necessary attendance.” I believe our excellent staff, our talented administration and our
faithful Board continues to meet and even exceeds these original objectives. Now into our
126th year of service to the elderly and infirm of our community, the Home serves not only
Brooklyn but Queens, not only with resident care but with quality day care. We have reason,
in spite of current difficult times, to continue last year’s celebration.
• Our staff, in both the daycare and the home, gives quality care to clients who are not
always easy to care for. More than a job, I believe that for most of our staff the love they
Rev. John H. Cole,
give to our aged and infirm men & women reflect a calling to be in this kind of work. AlPastor of Grace United though for the moment salaries have met the union contract there is uncertainty amongst all
Methodist Church,
of us in regard to State and Federal funding for our health care institutions. In addition our
Valley Stream, NY
staff is being asked to learn new ways of reporting using electronic systems (Minimum Data
Sets) that will be able to meet State requirements and improve patient care. Some staff have found these pressures
and transitions difficult but in the long run these issues will work out. All of our staff deserve great credit and
thanks for their dedication here at BUMCH.
• Our administration has also had to deal with the financial pressures of the times but have been able to keep the
Home on an even keel to fulfill our objectives. Our census in the Day Care has been up and our numbers in the
Home have generally been positive. This means that from April 2008 until now our financial situation has been
favorable in spite of the times. We may be a “not-for-profit” institution but unless we are being managed efficiently, we can be in big trouble very quickly. Our Quality Assurance procedures are constantly being monitored
by administration and although we have had some deficiencies in the many reviews done by the State and the City,
we are in general in very good shape in terms of providing quality care. A new MDS Coordinator has been hired to
help us meet State requirements and to help in the transition mentioned above. I find it very encouraging that our
Administrator, Victor Orriola, tells everyone that there is always room for improvement.
• Saying “good bye” to Rev. Ieva Zardina, Chaplain for the home, with great thanks for her service in several
venues including at our Annual Dinner Dance; we welcomed Rev. Eugenia Perez. From the AME Zion Church,
Rev. Perez is already loved by staff and clients alike and is taking over the publishing of our newsletter.
• We also said “good bye” this last year to one of our most beloved staff members who also retired, Carolyn
Roper-Smartt. Carolyn not only took care of the Home’s Human Resources Department, but she also was responsible for successful Dinner Dances over many years. She, I believe, is the last staff member who made the transition
from the original Home in Brooklyn to our present location. She will be missed.
Our hard working Board lost some members but has gained some as well. Recent Board member, Doris Wurgler,
is now the Chair of the HR Committee and this year we will be welcoming Lucille DiBello Bjorneby to the Board.
Board oversight by our Finance Committee has been particularly challenging this past year as we, along with most
investors, have seen our paper values drop precipitously. Although we have some particular concerns about our
pension funds, we hope to hold on and wait until some of these values return, if not to previous levels, to a more
reasonable place. I am deeply thankful for our knowledgeable board members who dedicate their skill and time to
this area of concern.
Hard times perhaps, but the Home is still doing what it’s supposed to be doing – taking care of the elderly and
infirm that we are here to serve. Many thanks to all who continue to make this possible.

Brooklyn United Methodist Church Home
And Adult Day Healthcare Center
1485 Dumont Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11208
Also see our website: www.bumch.org

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
REV. EUGENIA PEREZ
DIRECTOR
PASTORAL CARE & OUTREACH

BUMCH IN THE
COMMUNITY AT LARGE
The journey has been lovely, the walk going that extra mile as
my District Superintendent, Rev. Gunshik Shim, said “Racing
For the Heavenly Crown.” Going from church to church, community board to community board, making the rounds as an ecumenical Pastor, the doors were open wide with knowledge to give
to the people so that they would not perish. I would like to say
thanks to all of the wonderful community leaders I met along the
way. I sat in on community conversations on education, inspiring
collaboration across sectors. Discussing the issues affecting academic achievement in East New York sharpened new ideas for
solutions. I also attended a seminar on Children’s Defense Fund
Cradle to Prison Pipeline Campaign New York in February 2009
at Medgar Evers College. ”Dear Lord Be Good To Me, The Sea
Is So Wide And My Boat Is So Small” Charting a Course for the
Next Generation (Marian Wright Edelman). One our of youth
from BUMCH attends the college and was at the seminar. Her
story reads “Saved From The System.” We are fishers of young
men and women.
We also had round table discussions with the NYPD on Community Development, Positive Self Image, Peer Pressure and
Academic Excellence.

WE HAVE A BOAT
HERE AT BUMCH

