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“Giving Thanks in All
Circumstances!”
By Pastor Vera Isaacs
“In all things give thanks” in spite of our
circumstances!
We are so thankful to the Lord for bringing us
through another successful year at Brooklyn
United Methodist Church Home (BUMCH). We
have a great ecumenical group of volunteers
who continue to give support to the Home with
their time and talents. We are reaching out to
the United Methodist Women to be one of our
major supporters in donating their time, talents
and financial support to the Home. We have
had a few of the United Methodist Women send
in donations and volunteer time at the Home,
but this year we want to petition all the units
within the NYAC to adopt the Home as one of
your mission projects. Our annual dinner
dance was well attended last year and we are so
thankful for the continual support each year.
Don’t forget to save the date: November 7.
In spite of the challenges the Home is facing
with the insecurity of the State and Federal
funding, we give thanks that we are all still
together continuing to hope for the best. Where
there is life there is hope. Just that shred of
hope can motivate and move us beyond our
greatest expectations. We were not only blessed
to keep our family together, but we were
blessed to extend shelter to others in the time
of Hurricane Irene. BUMCH provided shelter for
ninety other residents from other nursing
homes in Brooklyn and Queens.
We are confident that our Father, our
Immutable Rock, will continue to be our shelter
in times of any storm. So, we give thanks for
the BUMCH family.

Compassionate Care in Brooklyn!
Celebrating 128 years!
As the Chaplain, Pastoral Care Director and
Outreach, I’ve embraced gracefully an
interdisciplinary team of medical doctors,
psychologists, psychiatrists, nurses, social
workers and the administrative staff; we are
working together for the total wellness of our
residents.
In all things we are giving thanks because this
is God’s will in Christ Jesus that we do this.
(I Thessalonians 5:18)
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What About Adult Day Health Care?
By Rev. Robert Emerick

Vice President
Rev. Robert Emerick

Medical Adult Day Care (MADC) is one of the
services provided by Brooklyn United
Methodist Church Home (BUMCH). MADC
serves older adults and other adults who are
chronically ill and/or physically unable to
function independently. They are brought to
BUMCH Adult Day Care program by Medicaid
transport and spend the day receiving medical
monitoring, and engaging in various activities
designed to maximize their physical, mental,
and social functioning.
Medical Adult Day Care is very beneficial to the
registrants and their caregivers because nurses
are able to detect and address worsening
symptoms, thus reducing risky and expensive
hospitalizations, and activity specialists and
social workers are able to maintain and
increase clients’ overall functioning, thus
enhancing their quality of life and caregivers are
able to receive respite, or be employed outside
the home.
Theresa Moore Sr. Center Christmas Concert 2011

There is a real possibility that our State
government will end funding for MADC. As
caring people and as taxpayers, we can contact
our elected representatives in State government
and ask them what they plan to do with MADC
in 2012. Even if there have been systemic
problems associated with this Medicaid
program in the past, perhaps the solution is not
to eliminate the program altogether. In the
short run, Medical Adult Day Care provides and
helps registrants maintain maximum possible
health and functioning. In the long run, it
reduces risky and expensive hospitalizations.
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These Uncertain Times
By Rev. John Cole
As we move from spring into summer, I want
to thank all of our staff at BUMCH for the care
they have been able to give our clients during
the last 12 months. They have not been easy
months and there have been many challenges
and changes. In spite of all that, we have just
had a very positive State of New York annual
survey in which we only had a few minor
deficiencies -they always have to find
something and whatever they find we take very
seriously. Our hard working staff from top to
bottom needs to be thanked for this excellent
survey.
A shift in Federal and State funding formulasstill very much a work in progress- has had a
number of not so positive results as far as
BUMCH is concerned. All seniors on
MEDICAID must be signed up with a Managed
Care Company and BUMCH will then have to
negotiate with them for our cost for care.
These changes have meant a late budget for us
this year – the reimbursement formulas were a
moving target – and when we finally adopted it
we had to make some cuts in staffing.
Administration feels that these cuts can be
made without reducing our ability to provide
the level of care required by our mission
statement. These adjustments are still
underway; but, again, administration believes
that they will be sufficient to make up for lost
revenue. In addition, we now have one seat on
the Board of Parker Jewish Institute’s new
managed care company which will offer a
partnership that will help us as we move
forward into the uncharted territory of this
new day of “managed care.”

President
Rev. John Cole

The Medical Model for Adult Day Care (our
present model) will not be sustainable as it
now exists. We plan to open a new Social
Model program which will be sustainable in
space we have been offered at Bethany – a
currently inactive Methodist adult care
facility not far from the Home. BUMCH and
Bethany are in the process of bringing our
two programs together in order to assure that
the missions of these two historic institutions
for the care of the elderly will continue in the
21st century. One of the key long term
members of the Bethany Board will join our
Board and is being honored at our Fall
Dinner Dance. Two other members already
serve on our Board. In addition we hope to
use the space presently occupied by the
Medical Model Adult Day Care for a dialysis
center. A plan for this is being developed.
In these uncertain times, we all need to work
together in order to find new ways of serving
the frail elderly in our community. With God’s
help, I pray that our excellent staff and our
faithful Board will be able to embrace the
change necessary in order to move forward.

Administration feels that these
cuts can be made without reducing
our ability to provide the level of
care required by our mission
statement.
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Special Weekend Guests at BUMCH!

Pastoral Care Director
and Outreach
Pastor Vera Isaacs

Hurricane Irene rolled up the East Coast of the
United States during the last week of August!
Notwithstanding her calm and peaceful name, she
caused considerable damage and hardship across
several states. Emergency preparations in New
York City required that several hospitals and nursing
homes located in the coastal areas of Brooklyn and
Queens be evacuated.
BUMCH, which is always at near capacity with its
120 beds accepted 90 additional residents
evacuated from three other homes on Friday,
August 26, 2011. Our staff worked around-the-clock
to make these temporary residents welcome and
comfortable for the next three days. Thankfully, the
damage here in New York City was much less than
feared and our guests were able to return to their
own facilities on Monday.
The experience demonstrated the special devotion
and energy our professional staff gives year-round
to our own residents. As with our weekend guests,
we recognize that each of our own residents is
someone’s parent, grandparent, or sibling.
The Board of Directors is proud of the staff that serves
here in the Brooklyn United Methodist Church Home.
We acknowledge their dedicated and professional
service, day in and day out, and the leadership of our
senior staff.
Victor Orriola, Administrator
Deepak Setia, M.D., Medical Director
*Elaine Williams, R.N., Director of Nursing
Sandra Pitterson-Cohen, Director of Finance
Pastor Vera Isaacs, Director of Pastoral Care & Outreach
Modupe-Ola Adekahunsi, Director of Social Services
*Leezel Andres, P.T., Director of Rehab Services
Frank Colon, Business Manager
Damary Campos, Director of Admissions
*Joann Pierdipino, Chief Clinical Dietician
Awilda Rosario, Director of Adult Day Health Care
Sandy Ocasio, Director of Therapeutic Recreation
Winston Watson, Director of Food & Nutrition
Dexter Timothy, Director Environmental Services
**********
* Henedina Albin-Sy, R.N. (New) Director of Nursing)
* Krisna Franciso, P.T. (New) Director of Rehab Services)
* Cherie Conliffe (New) Chief Clinical Dietician)
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“From Good to Great”
By Rev. Kenny Yi

Long Island West
District Superintendent

Rev. Kenny Yi

Dear Faithful Servants of God of the Long
Island West District! Greeting in the name of
our risen Savior, Jesus Christ!
When surveys are conducted to ask why
people do not attend church, some of the most
frequently answers are: “The services are
predictable and boring.” “The sermons don’t
relate to everyday life.” “The church is always
asking for money.” “The church makes me feel
guilty.”
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Good to Great, is the title of a book written by
Jim Collins, a business consultant, on
leadership. Collins discusses why some
companies move from good companies to great
companies and some executives move from good
executives to great executives. This little phrase
“Good to Great;” however, offers a lot to our
churches today. A lot to think about, a lot to
struggle with… and if you do, welcome to the
club!
As people of God, we are gathered here today to
think, pray, sing and struggle together with lots
of joys and concerns to share together. Welcome
to the District Conference, welcome to your
home!
In his service!

Such replies indicate that individual needs are
not being met. People are asking direction in
coping with the problems they face in their
daily lives: “How do we handle the stress of our
fast-paced world?” “How do we build strong,
positive relationships?” “How do we find
authentic fulfillment?”
If we address these needs through practical
messages drawn from the Word of God, we
may be able to turn our churches around. If
our Sunday morning services incorporate the
use of drama as a way of identifying real life
issues, we may be able to bring a revival back
to our churches. If we are creative in our
worship styles and the emphasis is always on
relationships rather than religion, we may shift
ourselves from good to great. If we can convey
our message to all people that every individual
matters to God, we may become more truthful
to our Wesleyan tradition.
2011 Award Dinner Dance
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Challenges in Long Term Care!
By Victor Orriola

Administrator
Victor Orriola

Things have been busy, most recently BUMCH
has undergone its annual New York State
Department of Health Survey, and I am proud to
say that there were no clinical deficiencies cited.
So from our Board of Directors and the senior
staff at BUMCH, kudos to all the staff that
worked so diligently to make this happen!
As usual, challenges and changes abound in the
Health Care Industry.
Last year was no exception and proved to be
quite a challenging year for Health Care in
general and indications are that we are in for
more challenges this year and going forward. As
an industry we are faced with real economic
hardships that we must endure and we are left
with no alternative but to look for ways to
reinvent ourselves. Our Governor also faced with
many fiscal challenges in New York State is
looking to close huge budget deficits and he has
focused a great deal of energy on the Health
Care Industry and, in particular, Long Term
Care.
To cope with some of those financial issues in
Long Term Care, our Governor has appointed a
Medicaid Redesign Team. The Medicaid
Redesign Team has in turn made many a
recommendation to the Governor to help reduce
costs. Too many to mention in this forum, but
clearly some of those recommendations have
been adopted into the budget and they impact
dramatically on the things that we do here at
BUMCH.

It appears as if Adult Day Health Care in
general will be impacted, specifically by
requiring the need for registrants to sign on
with Managed Long Term Care Programs, a
form of insurer, to manage the health care
needs of a population that receives services in
the community. Indications are that there will be
little support for the Medical Model Adult Day
Health Care as we currently know it and more
and more as if the support will be for Day Care in
the form of Social Models. Consequently we are
faced with the challenges of moving away from a
model that is currently and has historically been
good for the population it serves, just not fiscally
viable, or so it seems. Sometime this year, the
patients attending our Adult Health Day Care will
be required to sign on with a managed long term
care program and transitioned to other levels of
care as determined by that Managed Long Term
Care Program.
The challenges in front of us will be to provide the
appropriate level of care while accommodating an
evolving Health Care system yet preserving the
focus and commitment to keeping the needs of
the patients first. I ask for your continued
support during these challenging times as we look
to make a transition to programs that continue to
provide the care and services that our community
has come to expect of us at BUMCH.
Thank you and enjoy the summer!

Consequently we are faced with the
challenges of moving away from a
model that is currently and has
historically been good for the
population it serves just not fiscally
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HISTORY!
The Brooklyn United Methodist Church Home is a
not-for-profit, non-sectarian skilled nursing home
with 120 beds and a staff of 150.
Founded in 1883 by Methodist Church members to
provide a comfortable residence for their "indigent"
elderly, the first Home was situated on McDonough
Street and Stuyvesant Avenue. As a result of the
tireless efforts of some 200 women and men from
virtually every Methodist church in Brooklyn, the
number of applicants for admission grew so large
that expansion was essential. Thus, in 1889, a new
Home opened at 920 Park Place, which served the
elderly for the next 87 years.
The changing needs of the elderly played a role in
making the Home what it is today. In 1976, the
Home moved to its present location – a modern,
sunny four-story building – and took a new direction
as a skilled nursing facility. The Home now welcomes
all people regardless of religious preference, race,
sex, age, handicaps, national origin, or source of
payment.
The Home is licensed by the New York State
Department of Health and affiliated with New York
Methodist Hospital, Kingsbrook Jewish Medical
Center, Veterans' Administration Hospital, Long
Island Jewish Medical Center and other local
hospitals.

MISSION STATEMENT!

The Brooklyn United Methodist Church Home is a
not-for-profit facility that has a historic relationship
with the United Methodist Church. The mission of
the Home is to further the healing ministry of Christ
by promoting those values that reinforce reverence
for life, dignity of the individual, love, compassion,
and service to others.
Resources and personnel energies of the Home will
be directed toward seeking out, initiating, promoting,
sustaining and supporting a continuum of health
services and programs that enable all whom we serve
to attain the highest level of functional independence
in the least restrictive setting. Integral to the
provision of quality care is the recruitment, retention
and development of qualified, caring persons
dedicated to practicing the best and most up-to-date
care in an atmosphere of mutual respect.
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In Loving Memory of

The Rev. Richard S. Parker
Beloved Member and Leader of the New
York Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church!

Dedicated and Faithful
Man of God!

WANT TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER?

Member of the Board of Directors and
Longtime Friend of the Brooklyn United
Methodist Church Home and Its
Ministries!

▪ Call us: 718-827-4500, ext 185

▪ Se habla espanol

Our Philosophy
We Believe that all residents can lead

SAVE THE DATE!

fruitful lives within the confines of their

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2012

physical and mental conditions. Fears and
problems of old age can be effectively
resolved and often reversed in an
atmosphere of respect, dignity,
consideration, compassion and hope.
We Believe that the problems of aging are
often reversible – and that man never
ceases to grow except by saying “It can't be

BROOKLYN UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH HOME
25TH ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER DANCE
6:30PM ~ Reception & Silent Auction 7:30PM ~ Dinner

RUSSO'S ON THE BAY
162-45 Crossbay Boulevard
Howard Beach New York

Celebrating 129 Years of Ministry!

done.”
“We Believe It Can Be Done!”
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